[ADD NAME OF MP]
House of Commons
London 
SW1A 0AA

[Date]
Dear [ADD MP’S NAME]
Fair Pint’s Call for Action on the Tie 
I am writing to you as a local constituent and publican to ask you to support the campaign to ensure fairness for UK landlords and consumers who suffer as a result of ‘tied lease agreements’. 

I am the tenant of the [ADD NAME] pub in your constituency. The pub is tied in a lease agreement with [ADD NAME]. My situation is common to many pub tenants in the UK: approximately, 24,000 British pubs (37%) are owned by pubcos. 

“Tied” landlords have no choice but to buy their beer, and often other products, from the pubco even though they can buy the same products cheaper elsewhere.  The dominance of the large “pubcos” over the pub market has resulted in an unfair and uncompetitive arrangement for tied pub landlords and consumers alike.  

I am a supporter of the Fair Pint Campaign which represents the interests of tied landlords and is campaigning for intervention in the pub sector to allow free competition and to ensure that the relationship between pub tenants and pub owning companies is a fair one.  

Last year, the Business and Enterprise Select Committee published a report on pub companies which was very critical about the way in which they run their businesses.  The Committee concluded that the combination of the high cost of beer and other supplies to tied tenants along with high rents means that most tied publicans are facing serious financial difficulties. 

The Committee carried out a survey of tied publicans which found that 78% of lessees were dissatisfied with the tie.  The survey found that 67% of tied publicans were earning less than £15,000 a year from their pubs.  Even when pubs had a high turnover the return for the tenant was low with 50% of tenants whose pubs had a turnover of more than £500,000 a year earning less than £15,000 a year.

The previous Government promised to introduce legislation to regulate the relationship between pub companies and their landlords if the industry failed to bring forward changes on a voluntary basis and coalition Government have indicated that they will also consider legislation if the industry shows itself to be unwilling to reform itself. 

Whilst I welcome these undertakings I believe that the Government need to send a clear message to the industry that it will not stand by and see the UK pub sector destroyed as a result of the pubco business model.  We believe that Ministers need to make it clear that they are prepared to refer the industry to the Competition Commission and to legislate to give tenants the option of running pubs on a free of tie basis and to ensure that fairness in the methodology for setting rents in the sector. 

I urge you to write to Vince Cable to ask him to make it clear that the Government is prepared to take action to secure the future of pubs through UK intervention to the market to allow proper competition to ensure the relationship between tied publicans and the companies who own their pubs is a fair one. 

Yours sincerely

[ADD YOUR NAME]
[ADD NAME]
